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The Holiness CodeThe Holiness Code

Leviticus chapters 17-26 
due to its highly repeated 
use of the word Holy
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� Laws concerning idolatry, the slaughter of 
animals, dead animals, and the 
consumption of blood (Leviticus 17) 

The separation of each set of laws is 
indicated by the phrase “what man 
soever there be of the house of Israel”
(verses 3, 8, 10, 13)
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�Verse 3 begins the law 
regarding killing domestic 
animals at the tabernacle.

The prohibition is directed 
against the killing of animals 
without offering them to the 
Lord.
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�Verse 8 begins the law 
regarding the offering of 
sacrifices at the tabernacle.

The prohibition is directed 
against sacrifices that are 
not offerings unto the Lord.  
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� Verse 10 begins the law regarding the 
eating of blood.

Eating blood is prohibited throughout the 
Bible but this passage explains why.

1.  The life of the creature is in the 
blood. (Sanctity of Life)

2.  The blood makes atonement for 
one’s life. (Sacredness of atonement) 
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� Verse 13 begins the law regarding the 
blood of hunted game.
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� Chapter 18 deals with laws restricting 
certain sexual relations

Verses 1 through 5 explains the 
significance of these laws.  God is here 
calling Israel to Covenant Morality.
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� The King James euphemism

the substitution of a mild, indirect, or 
vague expression for one thought to be 
offensive, harsh, or blunt. 


